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Ministerial foreword 
Welcome to the 2006 In Town, Without My Car! good practice guide. 

Every year between 16 and 22 September, In Town, Without My Car! is promoted as part as part of 
European Mobility Week. 

Over the years, European Mobility Week has become established in both the UK and abroad and
traditionally culminates with In Town, Without My Car! day on 22 September. This involves the closure of
streets to cars and lorries in participating towns, allowing people to enjoy walking, cycling, street theatre,
live music, public art and children's play areas. It creates a less polluted, quieter urban area for a day. It
helps us rediscover our towns and encourages us to think about the ways in which we travel in them. 

Since the formal introduction to the UK of In Town, Without My Car! day in 2001, the number of towns
and cities participating has risen to 128. To help increase this still further, we are publishing this new good
practice guide which illustrates achievements of 2004 and 2005. It offers help and encouragement to those
already participating and serves as a guide for all those wishing to do so in the future. It provides a range
of examples drawn from across the UK of It Town, Without My Car! events. We are very grateful to those
local authorities who provided these. 

I welcome the time and commitment that has been put in by a wide range of partners supporting In Town,
Without My Car! events, including council officers, local businesses, residents' associations, voluntary
groups and the national co-ordinator whose role, offering advisory services, has been funded by my
Department. 

I commend this guide to you as a source of good advice and imaginative ideas and wish you every success
with promoting In Town, Without My Car! 
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Dr Stephen Ladyman MP, Minister of State for Transport, Department for Transport 

Introduction 
The origins of the many In Town, Without My Car! events that now take place across the world can be
traced back to a Green Transport Week street party held in Bath in 1995. A city centre street was closed to
motor traffic for the day and opened up for alternative uses. 

A year later, the idea had spread to other towns like Worcester and Taunton. In 1997, it was taken up in
France by the Mayor of La Rochelle, where the whole town centre was declared a car free zone on 9th

September. 

This proved to be a great success and achieved widespread media coverage. With the support of the
French Government, this led to the event being held in 35 towns and cities throughout France on 22nd

September 1998. 

In 1999, Italy and Switzerland joined with 160 towns participating. By 2000, around 800 towns in most of
the countries in the European Union were taking part. This included events in nine UK local authorities,
co-ordinated nationally by the Environmental Transport Association. 

By 2001 and 2002, In Town, Without My Car! events were being held across much of Eastern Europe and
beyond. In 2002, over 1,400 towns and cities from 38 countries participated with 43 in the UK. 

In September 2001, the UK joined its European partners in signing a charter welcoming In Town, Without
My Car! and committing to promoting and facilitating the event nationally. 

European Mobility Week was launched in 2002 as an extension to the In Town, Without My Car!
Campaign. The week runs from 16th  to 22nd September every year and provides an opportunity for towns
and cities to promote sustainable travel modes for a whole week. 

In 2004, the charter was amended to include a commitment by participating towns to implement a
permanent measure that would contribute to 'modal transfer from private car to environmentally sound
means of transport and to sustainable urban mobility in general'. 

The good practice examples included in this guide were chosen from the 95 UK towns and cities that
participated in 2004 and/or 2005 and complied with the key criteria in the charter  . The intention is to
provide examples from a range of locations around the UK that can be replicated elsewhere. Also included
is a section on Frequently Asked Questions; some opinion poll results which show the continued strong
public support for In Town, Without My Car! day; and essential information for people planning events in
coming years. 

Further information on In Town, Without My Car! and European Mobility Week is available at 
www.itwmc.gov.uk and www.22september.org. 
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London Borough of Camden 

On 22nd September 2003, Camden permanently closed Museum Street to motor traffic. 

The street has been transformed - pedestrian and cycle traffic has doubled. The following year, In Town,
Without My Car! day was used to launch an identical permanent closure scheme in the next street along,
Coptic Street. Camden is systematically using this day as a launch pad for an expanding network of car
free and traffic-calmed streets throughout the Bloomsbury Clear Zone area. It is aiming to shift traffic
away from narrow, essentially local streets, back onto the main road network, whilst maintaining access
for residents and deliveries. 

Camden's initiative in introducing a permanent measure as a legacy of In Town, Without My Car! inspired
the decision to include this as a requirement for fully participating towns and cities. A new clause was
added to the charter whereby each participating town or city should: 

'implement one or more new practical measure•s‚ that are made permanent in the local authority and
which contribute•s‚ to modal transfer from private car to environmentally sound means of transport
and to sustainable urban mobility in general'. 

For September 2004, this resulted in an average of 2.7 permanent measures per participating town/city
throughout the 40 countries, most of which were new schemes for cyclists and pedestrians. In the UK the
permanent schemes included: 

new 20mph zones; 
new cycle routes launched; 
car share schemes; 
walking buses at primary schools; 
cycle training initiatives; 
traffic- calming schemes; 
school and business travel plans; 
cycle parking; 
and new cycle route maps. 
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For further information regarding Camden's experience, please contact matthew.prince@camden.gov.uk 

London Borough of Brent 

St Johns Road in Wembley, a residential street just off the busy A404 Harrow Road, has for years suffered
from excessive traffic. In Town, Without My Car! 2005 provided an ideal opportunity to pilot a one-day
experimental road closure, backed by strong local support. The road was turfed for football and other
games. People could picnic as they were entertained by a jazz band. Council staff from the Borough of
Brent promoted sustainable travel and local travel plans. 

Local office workers discovered the event during their lunch breaks and the street thronged throughout the
day. Traffic flowed freely throughout the day, providing useful evidence to back the case for a permanent
closure. 

The Borough Council also ran a full programme of events throughout European Mobility Week 2005. This
included: 

Chartering a bus to drop information in each school about the new free travel for under 16s on buses
in London. 
Free health checks. 
Bike2Work breakfasts held throughout the borough. 
Living Streets residential road closures, as described below by the event organiser 
The permanent measure was the series of community murals with a sustainable transport theme at
Allington Road. 

"We closed five streets for traditional street parties at the weekend. Residents organised all sorts of
activities: environmental fairs, cycling competitions, markets, concerts, sports etc. One of the streets
used the grass from our ITWMC day, which still looked good three days on. There were great photos
and loads of positive press, and they have led to a proposal to create a permanent Home Zone. It was
really nice to do this for the community and see everyone out enjoying the street and meeting their
neighbours. Old fashioned street parties are a great way to show residents how enjoyable their streets
can be, using them as social space and making the street scene more attractive for residents and safer
for children to play" Transport Planner and Event Organiser Kathryn King 
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Contact: gerry.devine@brent.gov.uk 

London Borough of Merton 

Every year there is an underlying theme for European Mobility Week. In 2004, it was 'Safe Streets for 
Children'. Merton combined this theme with the permanent measures requirement by running its In Town,
Without My Car! event in association with the Ursuline school in Wimbledon. 

Merton launched new permanent safer routes to schools features including improved pedestrian crossing
facilities, a 20mph zone, cycle routes and traffic calming. The street outside the school was closed to
motor vehicles for the day. Children from many schools in the Wimbledon area walked down to enjoy a
party with a sustainable transport theme in the quiet, transformed street. 

Merton also ran a whole week of sustainable travel events including: 

A 'commuter challenge' race to Merton Civic Centre using different modes of transport •walking,
cycling, bus, tube, tram, train, car and a runner‚ from a number of start points around the edge of the
borough. Cyclists were fastest over all of the routes. 
A council staff survey for the purposes of developing the council's own travel plan. 
A 'safer travel at night' event, promoting Transport for London's 'Know What You're Getting Into'
campaign for licensed mini-cabs. 
'Worth the Walk' to Trafalgar Square, meeting up with walkers from boroughs across London on
National Walking Day. 
School children across the borough were invited to write poems for Car Free Day; the best were
published in a booklet and circulated to all schools and libraries... with a personal copy to all local
councillors! 

Contact: paulo.camara@merton.gov,uk 

Bristol 
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The traditional 'Streets Alive' festival was held for the fifth time on Saturday 17th  September 2005 to
launch European Mobility Week. Seven of Bristol's old city streets in the Corn Street area were
transformed as motor traffic made way for arts and music, a 'cycle circus' for trialling wacky bikes, street
performers on bikes and a dance show. 

A long-term ambition of the festival came to fruition in 2005 with the installation of rising bollards to
facilitate future road closures. As well this, three new Home Zone Schemes in Southville were completed
and opened by Transport Minister Derek Twigg during the week. 

"We can encourage improved well-being and better quality of life by achieving a balance between
traffic and people in Home Zones. We want streets where people talk, meet and enjoy spending
time." Transport Minister Derek Twigg 

View the history of this event at http://www.streetsalive.net/ 

Other events throughout European Mobility Week 2005 included: 

'Jam Busting' presentations at Bristol University, with prizes awarded to the winning participants of
the 'Jam Busting June' campaign, during which 40,000 car miles were saved. 
Travel plan awards in Bath to employers in the area who have made further progress in 2004/5 in
promoting smart commuting through their travel plans. 
Road closure at Ashton Gate School and street activities to tie in with the construction of new
classrooms meaning that children would not now need to cross the road to get to the main school
building. 

Contacts: mike_ginger@bristol-city.gov.uk and info@streetsalive.net 

Colchester, Essex 
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The special theme for European Mobility Week 2005 was 'Clever Commuting'. This was marked in
Colchester by free cycle training for potential cycle commuters and free bus passes on In Town, Without
My Car! day with a prize draw for all travelling to work by sustainable transport. 

The permanent measure launched that week was a free 'Passport to Colchester' pocket-sized booklet
about local alternatives to the car, with information on travel options available in the borough and where
to find out further details. Copies were delivered into every letterbox in Colchester. This was backed by a
major publicity campaign managed by an alliance of local groups including the Borough Council,
Colchester 2020 Travel Plan Club •a group made up of representatives from each of the borough's major
employers‚, Living Streets and local radio station SGR Colchester. 

Citing some reasons for local successes, local organiser Emily Harrup said: "The free First bus tickets
and information stand outside the town hall were well received and popular; we also did lots of
pre-publicity at the Colchester Festival on 9th-10th September where a 'Walkasaurous' dinosaur
promoted In Town, Without My Car! and people on a variety of cycles and roller-skates gave out
stickers and information. And it was great that our Mayor led by example, leaving his car at home
and travelling to all his official functions by alternative transport".  

"As a keen cyclist I often leave the car at home and use more environmentally friendly transport, and
I hope that this event will help encourage other people to do the same. By becoming clever
commuters we can all help ease congestion throughout the borough, be kinder to the environment,
and improve our health and fitness at the same time. So come on residents of Colchester, take up the
challenge and let's see what Colchester can be like with fewer cars on the road." Colchester Mayor
Cllr Terry Sutton 

Contact: emily.harrup@colchester.gov.uk 

Darlington, Co. Durham 
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The 'Pedestrian Heart' scheme, a radical permanent measure, befitting of one of the three showcase
Department for Transport's Sustainable Travel Towns, was launched in Darlington town centre on 18th
September at the start of European Mobility Week 2005. 

Darlington's main shopping streets •High Row, Blackwellgate, Northgate, Bondgate and Prebend Row‚
were all permanently closed to motor traffic between 10am and 5pm daily •outside these hours only
service vehicles are allowed access‚. 

Major re-development is currently underway and works should be complete by spring 2007, aiming to
make Darlington town centre a more pleasant and attractive place for shoppers, visitors and workers by
directing motor traffic away from the town centre. 

"This is an exciting project and it is good that construction work is now starting to create the
Pedestrian Heart scheme to create a more appealing and more accessible town centre for shoppers
and visitors." Cllr David Lyonette, Cabinet member for Economic Regeneration 

Contact: owen.wilson@darlington.gov.uk 

Egham, Surrey 

Surrey County Council ran events in two neighbouring town centres on either side of the Thames, Egham
and Staines, making the most of the opportunity to interconnect them by public transport and cycle. 
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Among the activities on In Town, Without My Car! day 2005, Egham High Street was closed to motor
traffic and used to promote alternative transport options; Surrey County Council's Executive Member for
Transportation, Helyn Clack, commuted between Egham and Staines using buses and trains to visit both
towns; and the cycle forums in Spelthorne and Runnymede paid exchange visits, using the local cycle
routes. 

Partners in organizing these activities included Royal Holloway College, University of London, South
West Trains and Runnymede Borough Council. One particular scheme on show was the popular yellow
bus scheme, run in collaboration with the Runnymede Business Partnership for secondary school children
in four local schools in the borough. 

"We estimate that at least 186,000 less peak journeys are made each year thanks to the yellow bus
scheme, and this is set to increase with the seventh bus introduced at Fullbrook School in New Haw
this month." Councillor John Furey, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee 

A series of events focusing on cycling were held at schools to mark European Mobility Week, including
cycle workshops, cycle rides, cycle training and a bike ride to link up with the In Town, Without My Car!
day event in Staines. 

Permanent outcomes of these events were the re-launch of the Quality Bus Partnership and the installation
of 6 new bike parking stands on Egham High St. 

"The response from the public was great. We hope to make this an annual event as we had a few
good Q&A sessions with the public. It was a great way of promoting the alternatives to the car."
Susanne Afra, Event Co-ordinator 

Contact: susanne.afra@surreycc.gov.uk 

Sheffield, South Yorkshire 

In Town, Without My Car! day coincided with Freshers Week at the University of Sheffield, where
Portobello Street was permanently transformed from a busy street to a traffic-free haven for pedestrians
and cyclists. 
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A large street party was held to celebrate the event, featuring craft and food stalls, a bicycle display, a
stage area with competitions and First South Yorkshire's fully accessible bus, organised by a partnership
between the University of Sheffield, Sheffield City Council, South Yorkshire TravelWise, the Care4Air
Campaign and South Yorkshire Public Transport Executive. 

The party began with local broadcast meteorologist, Paul Hudson, from BBC Look North, who welcomed
everyone to the event and officially opened the new pedestrian area. Over 70 delegates from around the
city attended his talk describing the link between increased C02  production, of which cars are a
significant contributor, and climate change. 

Feedback from visitors to the event revealed that 56% believed that the pedestrianisation scheme made the
street a friendlier place, where it was easier to walk and cycle around. 

"Overall the day was a big success, raising awareness of the benefits that can be brought from giving
pedestrians priority over motor traffic." Event Co-ordinator Bernd Hoermann 

There were also events across South Yorkshire throughout the week including a comprehensive
promotional campaign for In Town, Without My Car! and the benefits of reduced single-occupancy private
car travel on South Yorkshire's leading independent radio station, and associated promotions on the drive
time breakfast show during the week. 1,000 day county Travel Master tickets were available to people
requesting a personalised journey plan for the day, giving the opportunity to test the entire public transport
network in South Yorkshire free of charge. 

Contact: bernd.hoermann@sheffield.gov.uk 

Newport, Gwent 

Newport made international headlines with its innovative 'Crush Your Car' event. Five local 'eco heroes'
made the ultimate commitment to sustainable transport and gave up their •roadworthy‚ cars in exchange
for a year's free local bus and rail transport, courtesy of Newport Transport and Arriva Trains Wales. 

A 'mobile car baler' was brought into the city centre where quite a crowd gathered to see the cars crushed
and emerge as blocks of wrangled metal. The event attracted the attentions of Welsh TV and radio
stations, and was broadcast globally on BBC News 24. 
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Other events included a 'Clever Commuting' competition for sixth form students; an experimental park
and ride scheme used by 100 passengers per day; and a free city centre rickshaw service, serving the main
shopping centre as well as the train and bus stations, which carried 120 passengers per day throughout the
week. 

"Newport City Council is always looking for innovation in a field which concerns us at this time and
for the welfare of future generations." Councillor John Guy, Cabinet Member for Engineering and
Transport 

Contact: gareth.speed@newport.gov.uk 

Cumnock, East Ayrshire 

Taking advantage of a Â£27 million funding boost from the Scottish Executive to introduce 20mph speed
limits around schools, In Town, Without My Car! day provided the ideal platform to launch new 20mph
limits at all schools in Cumnock which have approved travel plans, as well as propose mandatory 20mph
limits at all schools across East Ayrshire by 2010. 

This initiative will play an important role in protecting vulnerable road users. By improving safety around
schools and residential areas, it is hoped to encourage more people to walk and cycle. 

"By improving safety around schools and residential areas across Scotland we hope to encourage
more young people to walk and cycle to school and work. Twenty mph zones have been very
effective in reducing the number of accidents and the severity of casualties. Research shows that
injury accidents have fallen by 60%, child pedestrian accidents by 70% and child cyclist accidents by
48% in areas where 20 mph zones and traffic calming measures have been introduced." Transport
Minister Nicol Stephen 

Events throughout European Mobility Week included local walks, child pedestrian training, health issues,
cycle training, 'safer routes to schools' and 'quality bus corridors. In Town, Without My Car day events
features included school dance performances, a pipe band, aerobics display, bouncy castle, face painting,
Chinese Lion, cycle skills, pedal cars, old fashioned street games, health checks, walks, and the 'CHIP

- 12 -

Department for Transport - In Town Without my Car! good practice guide



van' - the Community Health Improvement Partnership - who carried out health checks. 

Contact jim.melville@east-ayrshire.gov.uk 

Glasgow 

Glasgow won a European Mobility Week award for its full and imaginative participation in both In Town,
Without My Car! event and European Mobility Week 2004. 

Judges were most impressed by the launch of the TWELAS •TWEnty Limits Around Schools‚ project at
Blairdardie Primary School, and which will soon be reaching each and every one of Glasgow's 258
primary, secondary and Special Needs schools. 

"The objective of these campaigns is to reduce the number of fatalities and injuries to children - not
to penalise the motoring public... every driver has his or her part to play... the children of Glasgow
deserve nothing less." Councillor Willie O'Rourke, Convenor of the Roads and Lighting Committee 

Each day of European Mobility Week 2004 was used to promote different aspects of sustainable travel: 

16 September: the inaugural 'Hands up for Glasgow Great School Travel Tally' was launched at
Battlefield Primary. All schools in Glasgow were invited to take part in a new survey to ascertain how
children travelled to school. 

17-18 September: Eco-Day Science Fair at the Glasgow Science Centre, attended by the school travel plan
team who produced an eye-catching display including display boards, sustainable travel word games and
puzzles to inform parents and children of school travel plans and the 'safer routes to school' initiative. 

19 September: over 1,200 riders got on their bikes for Scotland's biggest mass participation bike ride 
Pedal for Scotland, riding 50 miles from Glasgow to Edinburgh to promote cycling and raise money for
children's charities. 
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20 September: formal launch of the first tranche of TWELAS •see above‚ 

21 September: a new 'Safety on the Web' website was launched at the Scotland Street School. The website
is a one-stop safety website for primary teachers and pupils. It provides information to help keep children
safe from dangers in the home, at school and on their way to and from school. 

22 September: In Town, Without My Car! day. The east side of George Square was closed to motor traffic
from 7am to 6pm. An opinion poll showed 83% of respondents thought that In Town, Without My Car!
was a good idea and 67% thought that the car free zone should be bigger the following year! 

Contact: veronica.allan@ls.glasgow.gov.uk 

FAQs 

When is In Town, Without My Car! ? 

Same dates every year: In Town, Without My Car! is on 22nd September, the final day of European
Mobility Week •16th  - 22nd September‚ 

Is it necessary to close a road in order to participate in In Town, Without
My Car!? 

Yes - to be counted as a participating  town or city. Events not involving a road closure are counted as 
supporting events 

Where should we do our In Town, Without My Car! event? Does it have
to be in the town/city centre? 

Choose any urban street - town centre or periphery; high street or residential rat-run - where local people
would welcome traffic reduction. The crucial thing is to have support from local people, ie those who live,
work, shop, cycle or walk in the street. 

What length of road should be closed? 

It is not specified. This means that at a minimum, a single barrier erected to prevent through traffic, thus
making a few inches of road space unavailable to motor traffic, would be sufficient. This could also be an
effective use of In Town, Without My Car! day, if the object is to highlight rat-running traffic through, say,
a residential street - and test a possible future solution. At the other end of the scale, some ambitious
events have involved closing several miles of streets. 

Won't this upset local motorists? 

Such concerns have prevented some events from going forward in the past. However the polling evidence
shows year on year that these campaigns are extremely popular. Plan sensitively, consult widely, and you
will end up with a positive streets-for-people event. Opinion polls consistently show that the majority of
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car drivers support these campaigns. 

Why? Just what's the point? 

In Town, Without My Car! gives people space to think about what our urban streets are really for. Have
we got the balance right between competing street users? Should our high streets and residential suburbs
be designed to maximise throughput of motor traffic or should the emphasis be on designing social spaces
where people can meet each other, shop, take exercise and enjoy other activities in a peaceful and safe
environment? 

Does the permanent scheme have to be a road closure? 

No, although it can be. The In Town, Without My Car! Charter specifies there should be a temporary road
closure to motor traffic on one or more streets on 22nd September. The permanent scheme can be
anything in support of a shift towards more sustainable travel. 

Who should take the lead? 

In most successful cases it is a partnership of local interests led by the local authority. However it is a
question of what works best for you. In many cases original ideas and voluntary input have come from
non-governmental organisations with funding, temporary road traffic orders and other back-up services
provided by the local authority. A broad alliance of interests will ensure a richer event, eg council officers
from different departments, elected members, local community groups, residents' groups, transport
campaign groups, voluntary organisations, local business and traders etc. 

How should we get started? 

Potential partners need to consider what activities could be undertaken for European Mobility Week and
which street should be closed for In Town, Without My Car! day. It will help considerably to have a good
network of contacts and to be able to share the workload. You should consult widely, and listen carefully
to feedback. 

How long will it take to organise a good event? 

It depends how ambitious you are and how plans develop. The key is to start planning early - six months
ahead is ideal. Smaller scale events can, of course, come together much more quickly and also be very
effective. There is much to be said for the 'toe-in-water' approach if this is your first year. A modest and
successful event will be a good base for greater things in future years. 

Does it have to be a big expensive street party with lots of jugglers and
balloons? 

No! It can in fact be just the opposite. Many effective events have been organised at low cost, such as in a
residential suburb where traffic volumes or speeds are real issues of local concern. 
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Is it an unnecessary further burden for busy transport planners? 

If your local authority is working towards cutting traffic, noise, pollution and road danger, In Town,
Without My Car! events should be seen as a tool to help get the job done. They can be used a platform or
lever to push forward with an existing agenda or try out new ideas. 

Aren't the participating criteria too demanding? 

The criteria are listed on the back page of this guide and there is wide scope for manoeuvre within these
parameters. Discuss your plans with the UK Co-ordinator if you have any doubts, and remember, events
that do not meet the criteria are still counted in as 'supporting'  . 

What materials are available to help with the campaign? 

A wide range of materials are available to download from the European website www.22september.org
such posters, logos, stickers, postcards. We recommend downloading what you want and adapting for
local use. Further copies of this guide are available free by phoning 0870 122 6236 or email 
dft@twoten.press.net Ten free t-shirts are sent to all organizers of registered events while stocks last. 

How can I involve local people and businesses? 

Spread the consultation net widely and well before detailed plans are worked up. Ensure the consultation
process invites new partners to come on board. Pay personal visits to local people and businesses that you
are particularly keen to involve. 

How do you deal with objections from traders and shopkeepers? 

Deal very sensitively with this community! They can make or break the event. Start by getting one or two
key traders on-side at an early stage. Once they are supportive they can help you win over the others.
Hone your arguments about the longer term all-round benefits. In most cases, In Town, Without My Car!
events are good for local shops as people tend to hang around and enjoy the quiet space for longer than
usual, spending money in the process. Remind retailers that some of the UK's busiest shopping centres are
in participating towns and cities. 

How can we get good positive coverage in the local press both before and
after the European Mobility Week? 

The key is to inform and involve local papers and broadcasters at the earliest planning stages, even invite
them into meetings, so that they are briefed well in advance about what you are planning and how it fits
into your longer-term plans and transport strategy. That way they have a chance to develop some
thoughtful coverage. 
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What are the best methods of publicity? 

Another reason for planning early is to get the PR right. People respond to a wide-range of PR, so it is best
to use as many channels as possible. Press releases at regular intervals in the run-up will help to ensure
free editorial coverage by local media. Other channels that have been used effectively include the
council's own magazine, posters, banners, flyers, local websites and email lists, residents and school
newsletters etc. - use some of the eye-catching designs from www.22september.org to jazz up your PR
and get it noticed! 

How can I get enough people along to make it worthwhile? 

If a main objective is to attract large numbers of people, plan your events where there will be lots of
people anyway - that way you can also showcase the events and sustainable transport messages to the
wider community, not just those attracted by the publicity. But don't forget, attracting large crowds is not
always necessary. 

How can I keep up to date with latest developments? 

Join the In Town, Without My Car! e-group: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/itwmc-uk/ 

This e-group will not flood your inbox as default replies go to original sender only. 

What are some ideas for activities to fill the space? 

So many things have been tried over the years space would not permit listing them all here. This guide is
full of recent examples and hundreds more are listed on the webpages at www.itwmc.gov.uk Activities
that work well are: street theatre, jazz bands, farmers markets, activities for children •the road as a
blackboard for chalk art is especially popular, easy and cheap to organise‚, trying out new bikes, putting
down turf and playing football. It can also be very effective just to leave the space empty, peaceful and
quiet, in contrast to a normal day, if, say, you are trying to make the case to close a busy through route. 

Who do I need to notify about our events? 

In addition to normal consultation procedures, make sure that every local authority department and all the
emergency services are aware of your plans at an early stage and check they have all the information they
need. And don't forget to register your event on the website. 

How do I register? 

Registration has been simplified in recent years. Once the events are planned, registration can be
completed in a few minutes on-line at http://www.mobilityweek-europe.org/registration/  
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UK 2004 opinion poll results 
Year on year, opinion polls show the immense success and popularity of European Mobility Week and In
Town, Without My Car! events. 

In 2004, a total of 962 one-to-one interviews were conducted in the car free streets of ten participating
towns: Bingham, Colchester, Fife, Glasgow, London Boroughs of Camden and Greenwich, Liverpool,
Manchester, Newcastle and Newport. Each used a standard interview sheet downloaded from the 
www.itwmc.gov.uk website, then sent their results to the UK Co-ordinator. 

The results showed that: 

90% of respondents think that car free day is a good idea and the car free zone should be bigger next
time 
80% find the amount of traffic a problem in their town 
80% agree that car use should be limited in their town 
82% agree that public transport should be improved, even if that means that motorists have less road
space 

Poll results were analysed to exclude those who knew about the event in advance - it is possible that a
self-selected sample would be likely to support the campaign objectives and give favourable answers to
the polling questions. The answers given by this group were almost as favourable as those above, with
clear majorities saying for example that they think the events were a good/very good idea and car use
should be limited in town centres. 

Likewise car drivers were separated out to see what their opinions were. This group was also strongly
supportive of the events and their objectives. 

The full 2004 poll results •and results from earlier years‚ are published on this website  . 

Key points from the European Charter 

European Mobility Week criteria for participating town/city 

A week of activities to promote sustainable transport, taking into account the special annual theme 
Implementation of at least one permanent measure 
Organise the In Town, Without My Car! day. 

In Town, Without My Car! criteria for participating town/city 

Close at least one street to motor traffic on 22nd September 
Launch the permanent measure 

NB: campaign events not meeting above criteria are categorised as supporting events 
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Event registrations 
Easy three step on-line process at http://www.mobilityweek-europe.org/registration/  
Categorisation •into either participating or supporting town or city‚ is automatic 
National co-ordinator checks details and uploads to the European website 
Approved event organisers receive free colourful European Mobility Week t-shirts •while stocks last‚
for distribution to event stewards 

Websites & UK Co-ordinator contact information 
www.itwmc.gov.uk  the UK site, hosted by DfT - latest campaign information, further good practice
examples , checklists, practical advice, campaign history 

www.22september.org  the European site, hosted by EC - European Charter in full, general info,
materials/logos/downloads, links to national ITWMC! sites around the world 

richard.m.evans@ntlworld.com UK Co-ordinator 
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